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Abraham  Lincoln's 
Important  Cases 


Illinois  Central  Railroad  Case 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Springfield,  Pet).  12th  1857 

Messrs,  Steele  &  Summers 
Gentlemen 

Yours  of  the  10th  covering  a  claim  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Morrison 
against  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  is  received  .  I 
have  been  in  the  regular  retainer  of  the  Co.  for  two  or  three 
years;  hut  I  expect  they  do  not  wish  to  retain  me  any  longer.  The 
road  not  passing  this  point,  there  is  no  one  here  for  me  to 
present  the  claim  to. 

I  have  concluded  to  say  to  you,  that  I  am  going  to  Chicago, 
if  nothing  prevents,  on  the  21st  Inst,  and  I  will  then  ascertain 
whether  they  discharge  me;  &  if  they  do,  as  I  expect,  I  will 
attend  to  your  "business  &  write  you.  If  this  is  satisfactory, 


let  it  so  stand  -  if  not  write  me  at  on$ce. 

Yours . truly, 


A.  Lincoln 


N.  H.  Purple 
0.  H.  Browning 
R.  S.  Blackwell 


The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 
To  A.  Lincoln  Dr. 
To  professional  services  in  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad    Company  against  the  County  of  McLean  argued  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  and  decided  at  the  Decemher  Term 

1355  $5000 

We,  the  undersigned,  memhers  of  Illinois  Bar,  understanding 
that  the  above  entitled  cause  was  twice  argued  in  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  that  the  judgment  therein  decided  the  question  of  the 
claim  of  counties  and  other  minor  municipal  corporations  to  tax 
the  property  of  said  Railroad  Company  and  settle  said  questions 
against  sajdi  claim  and  in  favor  of  said  Railroad  Company  are  of 

o  inion  that  the  sum  above  charged  as  a  fee  is  not  unreasonable. 

Grant  Goodrich 
N.  B.  Judd 
Archibald  Williams 


ifP&ous  (Central  Ii«iUiofli:i 
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ABRAHAM  LIN  COIN'S  FEB. 

James  F.  Joy  Recalls  an  Episode  In 
the  Iafe  of  the  Martyred  President. 

[From  the  Detroit  Tribune.  J 
Detroit,  Micu.,  Way   6.— 1  note  in  the 
Tribune  of  Sunday  the  following  paragraph 
taken  from  a  Chicago  paper:  IS'o*\ 

A  Chicago  paper  has  an  article  describing  an  In- 
tel esting  relic  in  the  shape  of  an  afUUavlt  in  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  own  handwriting  which  District  At- 
torney giving  received  from  a  friend  and  intended 
to  «et  trained.  'J'lie  allidavit  was  made  concerning 
a  suit  against  the  Illinois  Central  for  attorney  lees? 
Judge  jilodgett  said  he  remembered  that  Lincoln 
had  argued  a  case  for  the  road  before  the  Supreme 
Loui  t  and  bad  put  in  a  bill  for  $1000.  James  1 .  Joy 
was  then  solicitor  for  the  road  and  herelused  to  al- 
low tho  bill,  but  offered  Lincoln  $500.  Lincoln 
then  brought  suit  lor  JioOOO  and  won  it.  getting  the 
full  amount. 

During  the  last  tnlrty  years  I  have  seen 
many  statements  relative  to  this  matter  all 
varying  rroin  each  other  and  all  varying 
rroui  the  facts,  it  may  perhaps  not  be  un- 
interesting to  the  public  if  I  state  the  facts 
as  they  were.  .Everything  relative  to  JJr. 
Lincoln  is  interesting  to  the  people  or  this 
country. 

During  the  years  from  1852  to  1854  lnclu- 
?  ,  {,was  tne  attorney  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral tiailroad  Company,  having  my  head- 
quarters at  Chicago,  it  had  much  litigation 
to  encounter.  As  I  now  recollect,  though  I 
will  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  dates 
1  retired  from  Its  service  lu  1854,  having  got 
through  the  controversies  for  which  more 
especially  I  was  employed.  They  were  con- 
nected with  the  right  of  wav  into  Chicago 
and  the  location  of  tho  station  grounds 
there.  At  the  time  I  retired  there  were  two 
controversies,  each  of  great  Importance 
pending.  One  Involved  the  question  of  the 
title  of  the  depot  grounds  at  Chicago  and  the 
other  the  right  of  the  counties  to  tax  the 
lands  granted  to  the  company  to  aid  In  the 
construction  of  the  railroad.  In  both  of 
them  It  was  the  desire  of  the  company  that  I 
should  retain  charge  of  them  and  manage 
them  to  the  end. 

In  the  tax  case  Mr.  Lincoln  was  employed 
at  ttiy  request  by  the  company  to  aid  In  the 
management  of  the  suit.  The  County  of  Mc- 
Lean had  placed  all  the  lands  of  the  compa- 
ny  in  that  county  upon  the  assessment  roils 
ror  taxation.  I  had  advised  the  company 
that  in  my  Judgment  the  lauds  were  not  tax- 
able until  they  had  been  sold  by  the  compa- 
ny. A  bill  was  filed  to  enjoin  the  county 
from  collecting  a  tax.  A  decree  was  ren- 
dered In  the  McLean  Circuit  Court  without 
argument  there,  and  an  appeal  taken  to  the 
bupreme  Court  at  Springneld.  At  the 
hearing  both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  myself 
argued  the  case  for  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral company,  he  being  in  the  case  the 
junior  and  1  the  senior  counsel.  The  case 
was  held  long  under  advisement,  and  I  was 
Informed  by  an  officer  of  the  Court  who  had 
been  present  at  their  consultations  that  the 
decision  was  likely  to  be  adverse  to  the  rail- 
road company.  Feeling  quite  sure  that  my 
position  was  a  sound  one,  I  requested  him 
to  say  to  the  Judges  that  If  they  had  doubts 
about  the  case  I  should  be  glad  if  they 
would  give  us  a  rehearing.  They  compiled 
with  my  request,  and  the, case  was  reargued 
by  us.  I  need  not  say  that  both  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  myself  did  the  best  we  possibly  could  In 
the  reargumeut.  The  result  was  that  we 
carried  the  majority  or  the  Court  with  us 
and  the  decision  was  that  the  lands  could 
not  be  taxed. 

It  was  a  case  of  great  importance.  I  had 
left  the  employment  of  the  company  as 
above  stated, except  for  the  two  cases  aoove 
named.  1  went  from  Detroit  to  bprlngneld 
specially  to  argue  the  tax  case  twice.  1  had 
been  paid  to  some  extent  by  a  salary  up  to 
the  time  I  retired.  The  time  for  such 
charges  as  lawyers  now  make  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  my  own  own  charge  for  the 
arguments  In  the  case  was  only  $1200  I 
think  now  that  my  charge  was  a  small  one 
lor  the  service  renderea.  Mr.  Lincoln  did 
not  then  render  a  bill  to  the  company  but 
he  wrote  me  that  he  should  like  to  have  the 
company  give  him  for  his  services  a  par- 
ticular section  of  land  which  he  described 
and  asked  me  If  I  could  not  Intercede  with 
the  company  to  get  It  for  him,  saying  that 
Tor  once  lu  his  lite  he  thought  he  was  en- 
titled to  a  large  ree.  When  I  was  next  at 
Chicago  I  mentioned  the  matter  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  company,  and  they  stated  that 
this  land  was  all  mortgaged  and  they  could 
not  give  him  the  laud.  I  wrote  to  him  in- 
forming him  of  their  decision. 

It  was  then  that  he  renderod  the  bill  for 
not  $1000  but  $5000.  The  company  doclined 
to  pay  It.  I  was  not  then  their  counsel  or 
adviser  In  any  way.  I  think  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  with  Mr.  Lincoln's 
bill  If  I  had  charged,  as  perhaps  1  ouitht  to 
have  u ciio,  ijstwrtr.  However  that  may  be  r 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  in  any 
WBy.  But  It  Is  certain  that  the  company  did 
decline  to  pay  because  they  thought  it  too 
large  a  charge.  But  they  mude  him  this 
proposition:  "Bring  a  suit  against  the  com- 
pany lor  this  amount  and  the  company  will 
not  defend  against  It.  It  by  the  testimony 
of  other  lawyers  It  shall  appear, k to  be 
a  fair  charge,  and  there  shall  bo  a  Judgment 
for  the  amount,  then  we  shall  be  justified  in 


paylnglt."   This  was  the  course  tlm  m»»0» 

war,  anu  at  the  time  of  his  election  £?  V. 

KM???  U"s  money  consumed  abou  u 
third  of  his  whole  property  He  ,Ch",  nJ 
carea  little  for  money  fceuo.aiiy 

Ka  sir  ss 

which  have  been  published  relative  to  it 

 J.  P.  Jor. 
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FACTS  ABOUT  THAI  LINCOLN  FEE. 


-James  F.  .Toy  Recalls  an  Episode  i.,  the  Life 
of  the  Martyred-  President. 

Detroit  Tribune.-  The  Hon  James 
sent  the  following  communication 
TribHncla.nl  evening  in  explanation 


F.  Joy 
to  the 

f  UlO 


A  .Relic  oi  Abraham  Liu- 


article  headed 
coin": 

Detroit,  Mich.,  May  6.—  I  note  in  the  Triton, * 

u-u  i  '  "1L'V  "  "  ow"  hailcl writing  which  Di  - 
intend^  tn2^WinS  rCaiVed  ,r'JI"";l  "''end  and 
intended  to  get  framed.  The  alndavil  was  made 
concerning  a  suit  against  the  Illinois  Cetttra  to 
St".,,  J»|>K«  Blodgett  sa°d%o  e°l 
road  Lo  ,  .  ,, s.°'"  h;Ul  a,*»uuU  ftcasofurtho 

tin  James  I' .  Joy  was  then  solicitor 

f    the  road  a  id  no  refused  to  allow  the  bill,  bu 
oiiercd  Lincoln  $5110.    Lincoln  thee  broui  , 

Dunn!!  the  ,Y  t'',^  P"inB  tllu  £u»K£» 
uuung  the  last  uiirty  years  I  have  snen  „,.,„,, 

statements  relative  to  this  mat         ;dl     a  vu 

from  eacn  other  and  all  varying  from  th,  i\    y  , 

During  the  years  from  1S3S  to         inclusive  « 
as  me  attorney  of  the  Illinois  Central  Ran  road 
company,  having  my  headquarters  at  cMo 
It  had  much  legation  to  encounter     As  now 

!fpec»  &  ~S 
were  connected  with  the  rlRht  o   S  1  t0 

depot  grounds  at  Chicago  and  .he  other  tho  ri giu 
ol  the  counties  to  tax  the  lands  granted  to  thn 
co  noan  v  to  aid  In  the  construction  of  the  rail? 
road.  In  both  of  them  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
company  that  I  should  retain  chai-o  ol  then 
and  manage  them  to  the  end  LUd,,°l-  01  Ule"i 
In  the  tax  ease  Mr.  Lincoln   was  employed  at 

ar  ument?he™  ?U,U:iia  Circait  ^"rt  without 
n  :!  ; .  0  a,1U  an  ^Pneal  taken  to  the  Se- 
meme Court  at  Springlield.  At  the  1 earing both 
t  rt.ui.ai.isdf  argued  the  case  for  the 
IUinoto  Central  Company,  he  being  in  the  case 


the  junior  and  I  the  sonlor  counsel  Tho  ease 
was  field  long  under  advisement?  and  I  was 
Informed    by   an   officer   of    the   court  who 

hat  22*  n,P,£?ent  at  their  ^nsul tat  o  s 
mat  tno  decision  was  likely  to  be  ail 
verse  to  the  railroad  company.  Feeling  mute  suVe 
that  my  position  was  a  sound  one  I  renimsted 
hnn  to  say  to  the  Judges  that  if  they  ha  idouou 
about  the  owe  1  should  be  glad  H  n'y  Woubl 
f  ,,  ,  b  a  rehearing.  They  complied  with  my  re 
quest  and  the  case  was  reareuod  by  us  I  need 
not  say  that  both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  *  myself  did 
the  best  we  possibly  could  in  the  rcar»ument 
The  result  was  that  we  carried  the  ma  S  •  t of 
cou".w,tu  us  "nd  the  decision  was  that  the 
lands  eoulu  uot  bo  taxed. 

tWl*  It*  ?  case  of  great  importance.   I  had  left 

««ed  e^S?*  ?f  the    conil"»ny,  as  above 

w<  ■  .  >        P.  '°r  the  tW0  casCfi  ""<.vc  named.  I 

a,      ■   m,Ui,JJt;trOU    l°   BP»'»>»Uoia  specially  to 

extent  ??,nt\e  UV1Ce'  ,X  luut  "een  Paid  '  °  Mruo 
extent  by  a  salary  up  to  the  time  1  retired.  The 

..o    vetr!,Ur-iv0bil,'K'*.  ilS  laWy0M  "0W  ",uii0 

nut  yet  unlvod,  and  my  own  chaise  for  the  nr. 

pments  in  the  case  was  only  fcfaou     I  think 
now  that  my  charge  was  a  sn  al    one  for  the 
a^iViT'r1    Mr"  '«»  Cd  not  then 
h  ■  si  <      ,',  ,  h  '  CUmwauy,  buL  he  wrote  me  that 
should  liLo  to  have  tho  company  give  him  tor 

to&Kl^^tafw,0V0»  of  W  Thiol 
ne  desciibed,  and  asked  me  If  1  could  not  inter- 
S  v"  h  »'«  company  to  get  it  lor  Inn  sky  n~ 
that  fo  ■  ouco  in  his  life  he  thought  lie  vasenti 
tied  to  a  large  lee.  When  1  was  next  at  Cine  '  , 
I  mentioned  the  matter  to  the  olluers  of  the 
eompany.  and  they  stated  thai  this  land  was  alt 

H  *  ,:0U!U  uot«lvc  •»'«  tho  lane 

,,  C  l°hlm  i"l>nmmg  him  ol  their  decision 
ai  (L'l.  KS.t'^u,i,llall'61'eu'leirfct'  the  bill  for  not 
81,000  but  $5,000.  The  company  declined  to  pay 
it.  I  was  not  then  their  counsel  or  adviser  in 
any  w  ay.  I  think  there  would  have  bee 7.  no d.  f 
Ueulty  with  Mr.  Lincoln's  bill  II  I  had  cha^e 
as  perhaps  1  ought  to  liavo  clone,  js.oou  How 

mauni    Lmily   b°'    1  h^  nothing  to  do  in  the 
»,?t    tiJn    anv    wa-v"     JJul    it    is  certain 
that     the     company     di.l     deelino     to  pay 
because  they  thought  it  too  large  a  chair"  BuL 
they  made  him  this  proposition:      BriA^'a  suit 
against  the   company  tor  the  amount  arid  'the 
company  will  not  defend  , -against  it.    If  by  the 
testimony  of  other  lawyers  it  shall  appe  u  to  be 
lair  charge,  and  there  shall  be  a  iudgmont  for 
the  amount,  then  we  shall  be  justilied  n,  paym  i 
it.     this  was  the  course  the  matter  tooif  and 
1  believe  all  the  lawyer,  named  testihod  that 
the  charge  was  a  reasonable  one  and  the  „ui  -  1 
men  was  for  that,  amount  and  waa  paid    Ar  ?s 
«;ts  not  lona  before  the  war,  ami  at  the  time  o£ 
Shl»    i   hn  10  'S?  Presidency  this  moucv  con 
stitutea  about  a  third  of  his  v.  nolo  properly  He 
generally  cared  little  for  money 
This  is  the   simple  history  of  a  matter  which 
1  .'  !^^b,ect  of  ,o  many  newspaper  par  t 
giaphs.    Perhaps  Ihe  truth  may  be  as  interest 
mg  as  Have  been  the  many  Actions  which  have 
been  published  relative  to  it.  j.  £ Jor 


[Chicago  TriLuue.] 

NEW  STORIES  OP  LINCOLN. 


Two  Michigan  Men's  Recollections  of  tbe 
Martyred  President. 


Strug-g-169  as  a  Lawyer  and  Unique 
Methoda  o?  Trying-  and  Winning-  a 
Case— Tbe  Largest  Foe  He  Ever  Won  j 
and  tbe  Manner  in  Whicb  It  Was 
Won— Tbe  Baptism  ot  Fire  from  Wbicb 
He  Emerged  tbe  Idol  of  Eia  People— 
Tbe  Foremost  Man  with  Lovers  of! 
Liberty. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  tbe  Michigan  Club,  at ' 
Detroit,  there  was  given  a  delightful  sympo-  j 
siuin,  the  chief  topic;  of  conversation  and  dis- 1 
course  being  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Among  the  half-dozen  speakers  who  'enter- 
tained the  club  the  evening  iu  question  none 
proved  more  generally  interesting  than  the 
Hon.  James  F_Igy,  the  widely  known  railroad 
magnate,  and  the  Hun.  S.  M.    Cutcheon,  I 
than     whom      but    lew     men    wield    a  j 
larger  influence  in  Michigan  polities. 

Both  these  estimable  gentlemen,  now  in  the 
sere  and  yellow  leaf,  were  intimate  with  Abra- 
ham  Lincoln,  the  one  as  a  lawyer  and  business  1 
man,  the  other  as  a  boyhood's  friend.    To  all  , 
-jrr''i^-i^vA_ttt li.iuor.tlD"'  iij£ivt<>r\    °t'  one  tvoi_J  j 
!  great,  .t  friend  to  humanity,  a  ad  one  of  tint 
world's  choicest  spirit-,  these  little  bits  of  per- 
sonal reminiscence  will   prove  of  more  than 
mere  passing  interest, 
.speaking  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Joy  said: 
"It  was  my  good  fortune  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  hitter's  days 
ot  poverty  and  obscurity.    1  knew  him  iuti- 
mateiv  before  his  name  had  been  sounded  out- 
side the  limits  ot  his  own  State.    1  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1850,  and 
from  thence  on  maintained  a  friendship  that 
closed  only  with  his  death.  .  j 

•'.Vow.  then,  lirst  of  all,  i  desire  to  free  your  ; 
minds  of  any  false  notions  you  may  have  as  to  ; 
the  early  days  of  this  great  man's  life.    Abra-  : 
ham  Lincoln,  at  the  period  to  which  I  refer,  j 
was  what,  one  might-  call  a  diamond  in  the 
rough.    A  diamond,  too,  so  wry  rough  that 
one  would  never  take  him  for  a  diamond  at  all. 
lie  was  homely,  awkward,  rough,  unrefined, 
and  generally 'inclined  to  way.-,  ol  idleness  and 
ease.    He  gave  absolutely  no  indication  in  1XM ; 
that  he,  ever  would  become  i lie  great  man  his-  : 
tory  loves  to  paint,  at  the  present  date. 

"I  lirst  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
in  this  way:    My  position  as  counsel  tor  the 
|  Illinois  Central  J'ailroad  brought  me  to  Spriug- 
!  held  to  attend  the  sessions  ol   the  Supreme 
Court.    I  .--oiin  ran   across  the  distinguisht-.il 
I  gtutlemun  of  whom  I  am  speaking  to-night, 
and    who   at    the   tune  was  locally  known  as 
•nonest  Abe.:    While   waiting  a  call   of  the 
Court:  li.-  used  to  assemble  t  he  members  of  the 
j  bar  in  an  ante-room,  aud  would  interest  them 
:  tor  hours,  particularly  the  country  members. 

l.i.-j  i|e..i.. ;  nUrt'lv'S.     ::<    iseu  (O  d'Of.-.  in-  i 

i  loug  legs  o\er  the  stove  and  spm  yarns  by  the 
!  hour.   Where  these  stories  caine  from  no  one  | 
I  (seemed  to  know.     The   general  conclusion 
i  seemed  to  bo  that  he  was  a  natural-born  story  - 
teller. 

"At  the  time  ot  which  1  speak  Abraham  Lin- 
coln w  as  in  110  sense  of  the  word  an  eu.epi  ional 
lawyer,  lie  was  not  will  posted.  He  could 
not  cite  the  authorities.  Indeed,  be  did  not  i 
seem  to  care  for  the  authorities, or  for  anything 
else,  lie  aid  not  seem  to  practice  law  for 
money,  but  it  was  his  custom,  as  J  afterwards 
learned,  to  accept  any  lee  Jus  client,  might 
choose  to  offer,  lie  ki  pt  no  hooks  and  had  no 
personal  accounts  or  records  of  business.  He 
used  to  ride  the  circuit,  and  when  the  trip  was 
over  he  would  go  back  to  the  office  and  turn  all 
the  monev  lie  had  made  inlo  one  common  pile 


on  the  table,  divide  it  into  two  parts,  taking 
one  for  himself,  and  leaving  the  other  for  his  j 

partner 

"His  method  of  trying  a  case  was  equally 
haphazard.  He  would  go  into  Court  and  make 
a  plain  argument  founded  on  facts.  There  was 
nu  elaboration.  There  was  no  citation  of 
authorities,  lie  seemed  to  depend  more  on 
hi.-  power  as  a-  story-teller  than  on  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  law.  fl  is  by  this  method  that  1 
saw  him  carry  many  cases.  He  used  to  turn 
to  the  jury  aiid  tell  them  a  stoiy  in  which  the 
facts  were  the,  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  as  in 
the  case  on  nana;  and  he  could  .so  interest  and 
amuse  that  he  generally  had  the  jury  com  ulsed 
with  laughter  in  a  short  . space  of  time— and  t  he 
via  vft"  — 

LAWYER  LINCOLN'S  BIGGEST  FEE. 
"While  1  was  the  counsel  for  the  Illinois 
Central,  the  question  arose  as  to  w  hether  or 
not  the  State  had  a  right  to  lay  an  extra  tax 
on  2,;>00,00U  acres  of  land  then  held  in  the 
name  of  the  company.  1  looked  the  ground 
over  carefully  and  concluded  that  the  Slate  did 
not  have  the  power  to  make  the  extra  levy.  1 
posted  Lincoln  as  to  fads  in  the  ease,  aud  had 
him  represent  our  company  at  the  trial  before 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Springfield.  Ho  made 
a  good  argument,  as  good  as  he  eve!  made  in 
his  lite,  and  so  lor  a  time  I  heard  nothing 
more  of  the  case.  The  Judge  reserved 
his  decision,  but  held  back  so  long 
that  at  last  1  began  to  got  ner- 
!  vous  as  to  the  result.  It  happened  that  I 
i  had  the  acquaintance  of  a  page  who  was 
I  granted  the  entrance  to  the  room  in  which  the 
I  Judges  made  their  preliminary  consultations. 
1  posted  him  to  keep  an  eye  on  matters.  One 
day  he  came  to  me  and  said  tho  case  was  going 
against  us.  lie  had  overheard  the  Judges  in  I 
their  discussion  of  the  matter.  I  then  posted] 
the  tnend  to  go  back,  and  tell  the  Judge  that  I 
if  we  were  to  lose  the  case  because  of  any 
doubt  as  to  the  tacts  in  any  particular  instance 
that  I  would  like  to  have  a  new  trial.  And  w"e 
did  <vet  a  new  trial.  This  time  I  went  down  to 
Springfield  mvself,  Mr.  Liucoln  accompanying 
me.  We  made  a  hot  tight,  Lincoln  doing  all 
he  could  to  assist.    We  won  tin-  case. 

"The  case  being  ended  I  asked  Mr.  Lincoln 
for  a  settlement.  He  came  to  me  and  told  me 
that  he  wanted  me  to  get  him  a  certain  section 
of  land.  It  was  a  pretty  good  piece,  too.  1 
promptly  told  Mr.  Lincoln  that  it  w  as  impos- 
sible for  me  to  get  him  the  land ;  that  all  tne 
property  had  been  mortgaged  in  the  interest  ol 
the  trustees,  and  that  if  it  was  sold  tit  all  it 
must  go  for  cash.  However,  if  he  insisted  I 
would  lay  the  matter,  so  I  told  him,  before  onr 
officials  and  see  what  could  be  done  about  it. 
And  1  die!  lay  the  matter  be  ore  the  Board.  It 
turned  out  ,u&t  as  I  had  imagined.  There  was 
no  possibility  of  Air.  Lincoln  getting  this 
land,  lie  then  put  in  a  claim  lor  .*O,000.  Jn 
those  days  this  was  a  respectable  lee.  1 
glanced  at  his  figures  and  told  him  that  1 
thought  they  were  'too  high,  lie  said  that  he 
had  done  good  work;  that  the  amount,  In  liti- 
gation ,ar  exceeded  the  fee  many  tnousand 
times  over,  and  that  he  thought  he  had  earned 
the  money.  He  ended  by  statiny;  that  ior 
once  in  his  life  lie  thought  he  ought  to  get  a 
good  fee.  I  laid  the  matter  bclore  the  olhciais. 
They  would  not  allow  tile  claim.  But  they 
made  a  proposition  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  to  the 
effect  that  ii  he  would  bring  sua, 
and  could  get  broiher  attorneys  to 
swear  that  the  lee  was  not  exorbitant, 
i  they  would  pay  the  £5,000.  They  did  this  in 
order  to  jtioLily  themselves  with  the  trustees. 
Well,  thai  was  the  way  affairs  turned.  Mr. 
Lincoln  brought  suit,  lie  proved  and  won  his 
case  and  was  paid  his  §o,0u0. 

•'Mr.  Lincoln  took  Lis  &5,l0l)  homo  to  the 
office  and  promptly  divided  it  into  two  parts; J 
lalcin^  hall  himself  and  giving  the  other  huff,  i 
as  was  his  custom,  to  his  partner.    That  fee  >  i' 
s>_V>00  was  the  largest  evoi  received  by  Mr. 
Lincoln  during  his  career  as  a  law  ycr." 

The  Hon.  S.  ML  Cutcheon  followed  with  a  few 
p-  rsonal  anecdotes  of  Lincoln's  boyhood,  lie. 
said  : 

LINCOLN    AS    A    BALL-PLAYER— HIS  STOEIER. 

" \\  hen  I  first  came  to  Spriiiglii  Id  1  was  just 
studying  for  the  law.  My  office  was  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  thai  used  by  Lincoln, 
i  soon  became  quite  intimate  with  him,  and  he 
introduced  me  to  a  lew  other  young  meu.  in 
n  short  time  we  all  became  good  friends.    At  I 


the  time  in  question  1  was  quite  young,  but ! 
looked  much  older  than  I  really  was,  so  that  f 
Lincoln  undoubtedly  took  me  lor  one  some- j 

where  near  his  own  age. 

"Somewhere  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  j 
offices  in  question  there  was  a  vacant  lot  be- 
tween two  tall  buildings.  The  owner  ot  the  lot, 
lor  some  unexplained  reason,  had  gone  to  the 
expense  of  putting  a  concrete  door  ou  this  lot, 
so  that  there  was  a  space  hard  and  smooth  as 
marble.   It  was  on  t  is  lot  that  we  used  to 

j  play  a  game  ol  ball  cal.ed  lives.  There  were 
certain  marks  placed  on  the  walls,  and  when 
the  ball  was  thrown  it  had  to  go  between  the 
lines  in  order  to  score.  Being  thrown  at  a  sharp 
au>;le,  there  was  a  swift  rebound  to  the  oppo- 
site wall,  &c. 

'■Well,  one  of  iny  constant  playmates  in 

i  this  game  of  lives  was  Mr.  Lincoln. "  He  was  a 
};ood  player,  too.  We  used  to  go  to  the  con- 
crete lot  every  afternoon  about  5  o'clock  and 
play  there  till  dark.  Mr.  Lincoln  at  the  time 
was  quite  a  young  man,  but,  as  f  soon  found, 
absolutely  simple  in  bis  notions  of  propriety. 
I  remember  one  day  in  particular,  just  beiorc 
the  Slate  Convention.  I\lr.  Lincoln  played  a 
harder  game  than  usual,  aud  in  one  of  the 
changes  bumped  headlong  into  me,  setting  us 
both  sprawling,  and  giving  Liucoln  a  black 
eye.    lie  came  around  next  day  at  the  usual 

I  time,  and  when  1  asked  him  why  lie  had  not 
gone  to  the  Convention  he  replied  that  he 
could  never  think  of  taking  his  scat  with  a 
black  eye. 

"Oee  night  I  met  Mr.  Lincoln  at  an  evening 
gathering.  My  wife,  at  that  time  a  bride,  was  j  ' 
a  laity  a  Little  below  the  average  site^  I  iutrojj 
•  duc.ed  .VlrTXinc. Jn  to  her.  Stretch inghimesll 
I  to  ins  iud  height,  iie  asked:  "Well,  airs. 
Cutcheon,  will  you  stand  up  on  that  chair,. or 
shall  1  sit  down?  1  want  to  talk  with  you!'' 
The  night  in  question  Mr.  Lincoln  kept  the 
household  in  a  continuous  roar  of  laugnter  by 
his  many  lunny  stories.  Where  he  ever  got 
them  no  one  seemed  to  know, 
it  is  my  impression  that  he  evolved 
them  to  suit  flic  occasion.  This,  was  tha 
same  feature  he  brought  in  play  in  his  law 
practice.  There  was  a  lawyer  living  within  a 
short  distance  from  -Mr.  Lincoln's  home  wiio 
was  off.  :i  his  adversary  iu  the  suits  of  the  day. 
iSow,  this  lawyer  was  a  sharp,  incisive, 
scholarly  man.  "He  could  quote  the  authori- 
ties to  the  day  of  judgment.  But  1  always 
noticed  that  Mr.  Lincoln  generally  used  to  get 
the  better  ol  him,  not  by  reason  of  his  superior 
knowledge  of  the  law  (for  he  was  only  a  fair 
average  man),  but  because  he  could  tell  such 
unique  stories.  He  could  carry  a  jury  every 
time. 

••In  his  personal  appearance,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  at  this  time  a  strange  study.    1  have  seen 
him  often  and  often  coming  home  at  the  close 
of  the  day,  his  long  form  wrapped  iu  a  cotton 
duster,   his   back  stooped,  loping  toward  his 
house.  Mr.  Lincoln  never  seemed  to  walk.  He 
loped  or  shambled.    I  do  not  remember  that 
he  ever  wore  a  collar.    The  very  day  he  was 
nominated  for  Piesident  he  received  the  dis- j 
patch  in  his  old  cotton  duster,  his  neck  collar-  j 
less,  as  usual.    On  reading  the  message  he  , 
said :    -Weil,  I  guess  there  is  a  little  woman  up 
to  the  house  who  would  be  interested  in  this !' 
Tilt:  CAMPAIGN  WITH  DOUGLAS. 

"But  a  short  tune  was  destined  to  change  all  j 
this.    Abraham  Lincoln,  the  second-rate  law- 
yer, was  to  receive  the  dreadful  ordeal  of  fire 
in- ted  out,  in  the.  famous  Douglas  campaign. 
When  he  came  out  of  that  fight  all  the  baser  i 
metal  that  had  been  obscuring  his  intrinsic 
-worth  iu  j£  its  -past-Kid  Jw-on  p«rg?d  avrflv 
and  the  name  and  fame  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  being  sounded  in  all  parts  of  the  country  . 
Though  Douglas,  through  an  unfair  distribu- 
tion of  the  districts  of  the  State,  managed  to 
get  back  to  the  .senate,  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment m  the  whole  light  had  been  uncondi- 
tionally with  Sir.   Lincoln— a  fact  appreciated 
and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  count rj  . 

"]  look  upon  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the.  great- 
est  character  in  all  history.    When  we  reflect  i 
on  his  rough,  untutored  boyhood,  his  many  | 
disadvantages  of  birth  and  station,  his  lack  ol 
1  elevating  siirroundiugs,  his  life  on  the  tlatboats  , 
of  the  Mississippi,  anions  rough  men  and  in  a  I 
rough  countrv,  it  seems  to  me  nothing  less  ; 
than  inspired  I  hat  he  could  arise  from  such 
alow   condition   to  that  of  the  foremost 
man  ot  his  times,  the  friend  of  humanity  | 


and  the  savior  of  the  down-trodden  millions. 
Jn  Scandinavia  the  people  bow  at  the 
shrine  ot  Gustavns  Adolphus,  but  next  to 
iiim  the  glory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  first  upon 
tlieir  hps.  In  Switzerland  the  idol  of  those 
*™ 'Cherish  liberty  is  the  sainted  name  of 
v\  llhelui  Tell,  but  almost  us  near  and  dear  to  I 
the  hearts  of  all  is  the  story  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  So  it  is  the  wide  world  over.  "VV'her- \ 
ever  there  beats  a  noble,  aspiring  heart,  a  soul 
crushed  to  earth  and  striving  to  mount  up- 1 
ward  to  its  destined  space,  a  lover  of  mankind 
who  only  lives  for  those  who  love  him  or- his 
race,  there  will  the  name  and  fame  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  be  cherished  and  adored.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  all  hail!" 
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January  twenty-third,  1905. 


My  dear  Mr.  Fish: 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Bruen  a  copy  of  the  album 
in  regard  to  ray  father's  relations  to  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, of  which  you  spoke  to  me.  it  is,  course,  very  interesting 
to  me,  and  I  appreciate  very  much  your  kindness  in  sending  me  a  copy. 
It  is  beautifully  gotten  up,  and  I  am  delighted  to  be  able  to  preserve 
it  among  my  vakued  things . 

Believe  me,  very  sincerely  yours, 

ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN 

Stuyvesant  Fish,  Esq. , 

President,   Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company, 
New  York  City. 


January  twenty-fourth,  1905. 


My  dear  Mr.  Bruen: 

I  am  very  glad  to  have  the  album,  "Abraham  Lincoln 
As  Attorney  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company",  which-  I  have 
read  with  great  interest.  I  have  almost  nothing  else  relating  to  my 
father's  professional  career,  and  necessarily  this  will  be  carefully  pre- 
served by  me.  I  am  writing  direct  to  Mr.  Fish,  thanking  him  for  his 
kindness . 

I  note  what  you  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Joy,  and  it  occurs  to  me 
what  perhaps  the  narrator  had  in  mind,  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Joy  was 
afterwards  President  of  the  Michigan  General  Railraod  Company.  He 
held  that  office,  as  I  am  informed,   from  1867  to  1877. 

As  you  state  that  you  are  going  to  make  a  correction  in  the 
narrative  in  relation  to  Mr.  Joy,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  perhaps 
there  ought  to  be  another  correction  in  the  narrative,  on  page  5,  where 
it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Douglas  called  Mr.  Lincoln's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  4200  had  been  paid  to  him  on  account;  and  then  it  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  Jury  returned  a  verdict  for  Mr.  Lincoln  for  the  full  amount  of 
$5, CCO,  which  was  promptly  paid.  upon  reading  the  subsequent  relation 
of  the  Court  proceedings,  it  is  xeen  that  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  and 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  were  for  $4,800,  being  the  amount  of  the 
claim,     less    payment    of     $200.         An    inattentive    reader     might  think 
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that    Mr.  Lincoln   got    a    little  improper  advantage  on  some  technicality. 
This  correction  might  be  made  by  changing  the  figure  $5,000.  on  page  5, 
to  $4,800. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN 


Offte  §t§  glome* 

TUESDAY.   M ARCH- 4,  ]M4. 


A  CORPORATION  LAWYER. 

Because  the  story  of  Al)raham 
Lincoln  has  been  told  oftenest  as  1 
a    lesr,on    to    youn^    people,  the 
early  years  of  his  life  have  been 
taken  to  represent  his  character 
even  in  maturity.     Consequently  | 
the  entirely  erroneous  impression  j 
has  become  common  that  he  was 
always  careless  of  habit;  that  in 
his  law  practice  he  rarely  charged 
a  large  fee,  never  sued  a  client 
for  his  compensation,  and  way  al- 
ways poor  because  of  his  slipshod 
i  method  of  carrying  on  his  busJ- 
1  ness.     Particularly  timely  is  the 
article  in  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciation    Journal     showing  the 
change   in    manner    between  the 
young  and   inexperienced  lawyer 
and    the    successful    and  accom- 
plished Lincoln  whose  real  fame 
in  Illinois  was  based  on  his  work 
in  the  courts.    William  H.  Town- 
send,  the  Lexington,  Ky.,  attorney 
who  is  the  author  of  the  article, 
has  made  an  extensive  search  of 
the  records  of  the  circuit  where 
Lincoln  practiced,  and  he  has  dis- 
covered that  Lincoln   was  some- 
times sited  for  debts,  frequently  | 
took  secured  notes  for  his  fees,  ' 
and  several  times  sued  his  former  ' 
clients  to  collect  his  compensat- 1 
ion. 

I 

Most  prominent  of  these  latter  | 
cases  was  the  one  in  which  he  ob-  ! 
tained  and  collected  a  judgment  I 
against  the  Illinois  Central  rail- 
road for  a   $5,000   fee,  an  enov- j 
mous    return    in    those    days  for, 
legal  services.     In  fact,  the  com- 
pany some  twenty  years  ago  in  an  j 
elaborate  modern  defense  of  its  | 
officers  who  refused  to  pay  Lin- 
coln, stated  that  it  informed  the 
Illinois  lawyer  that  if  it  paid  a 
western  attorney  such  a  large  fee 
the  general  counsel  would  be  em- 
barrassed in  explaining  the  mat- 
ter to  the  board  of  directors  in 
New   York.     Hern  don   says  that 
Lincoln's  original   statement  was 
returned  with  the  notice  that  Dan-  j 
iel  Webster  himself  would  never 
have  charged  such  a  fee. 

But  Lincoln  brought  suit,  with 
the  advice  of  other  members  of 
the  bar.  for  $5,000  and  obtained 
a  default  judgment  which  he  vol- 
untarily surrendered  when  the 
company's  attorney  said  he  wished 
To  contest  the  case.  There  was  a 
trial,  a  juryjd  verdict  for  $4,S00. 
Lincoln  having  received  $200  in 
advance— and  the  company  did 
i  not  pay  until  the  sheriff  had  been 
'directed  to  seize'its  property  and 
satisfy  the  judgment  by  sale. 


The  litigation  was  over  a  tax 
which  was  proposed  on  the  rail 
road  by  the  various  counties 
through  which  it  ran.  The  rtate 
legislature  had  by  law  exempted 
it  from  the  payment  of  an  ad 
valorem  tax  on  its  property  and 
franchise,  but  the  counties  sought 
to  test  the  legality  of  the  act  and 
if  possible  recover  the  revenue 
due  if  the  act  were  unconstitu- 
tional. McLean  county  was  the 
first  to  assess  the  railroad,  and 
since  the  payment  of  the  tax,  with 
what  was  delinquent  at  that  time 
if  the  act  had  been  originally  in- 
valid, would  have  thrown  the  rail- 
road into  bankruptcy,  it  became  a 
serious  matter  for^  the  company, 
which  immediately  consulted  Lin- 
coln. He  had  previously  been  in 
conference  with  the  public  offic- 
ials regarding  the  question,  so  be 
refused  to  be  retained  by  the  rail- 
road until  the  counties  had  the 
first  opportunity  to  obtain  his 
services.  They  neglected  to  do 
so,  and  he  became  the  attorney 
for  the  corporation 

The  case  went  against  him  be 
low,  but  after  it  was  argued  in 
the  Supreme  court  twice,  the  law 
was  upheld  and  his  case  was  won. 
The  fee  was  based  partly,  in  all 
probability,  on  the  magnitude  of 
the  question  and  the  amount  of 
money  involved.  Mr.  Townsend 
confounds  the  notion  that  Lincoln 
was  careless  about  his  business 
methods  at  this  stage  of  his  pro- 
fessional progress- —  1S57  — by 
showing  that  there  was  a  regular 
entry  in  th%  books  of  his  law  of- 
fice showing  the  collection  of  this 
fee.  Herndon  must  have  been 
mistaken  when  he  said  that  his 
partner  came  in  with  all  of  the 
cash  in  his  pocket,  and  divided  it 
between  them. 

Lincoln  of  course  represented 
other  corporations  during  Irs 
prosperous  years  at  the  bar,  and 
in  fact  acted  for  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral for  some  time  after  this  suit. 
But  these  things  have  been  lost 
sight  of  in  the  traditional  attempt 
to  make  him  a  mytholigical  char- 
acter, just  as  the  ancestry  of  his 
father  was  assumed  to  be  obscure 
and  unworthy,  instead  of  accom- 
plished and  prominent  for  many 
generations,  as  Miss  Tarbell  and 
others  have  recently  shown. 


I 


Lincoln  Expected  to  be  Fired 


That  Abraham  Lincoln  once  ex- 
pected to  be  "fired"  by  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  is  revealed  in  an 
interesting  letter  written  by  Lin- 
coln on  his  forty-eighth  birthday 
which  was  recently  discovered  in ! 
the  possession  of  Mrs.  Frank  M  Fol- 
ey, of  Paris,  III.  The  letter  was 
written  at  Springfield.  111.,  on  Feb 
ruary  12, 1857,  and  was  addressed 
to  Messrs  Steel  &  Summers. 

"Your  letter  of  the  tenth  cover- 
ing a  claim  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Morrison 
against  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
'Company  is  received,'"  he  wrote, 
"i  have  been  in  the  regular  retainer 
of  the  company  tot  two  or  three 
years.but  I  expect  they  do  not  wish 
to  retain  me  any  looter.  I  am  going 
to  Chicago,  if  nothing  prevents,  on 
the  21st  instant,  and  I  will  then  as- 
certain whether  they  discharge  me; 
I  and,  if  they  do,  as  I  expect,  I  wilt 
I  attended  to  your  business  and  write 
you.  If  this  is  satisfactory,  let  it  so 
stand— if  not,  write  me  at  once.'' 

Lincoln's  fear  of  being  discharg- 
ed by  the  Illinois  Central  was  ap- 
arently  groundless,  for  he  continu- 
ed to  represent  the  railway  com- 
pany until  a  short  time  before  his 
election  to  the  Presidency,  in  1860. 
In  l859Lincoln  was  host  to  a  group 
of  state  officials  on  a  tour  of  the 
Illinois  Central  for  the  purpose  of 
appraising  the  property.  The  tour 
which  consumed  several  days,  was 
made  in  a  special  train  which  pass- 
ed over  the  entire  705  miles  of  road 
then  constituting  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral. In  January  1860,  Lincoln 
appeared  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Illinois  on  behalf  of  the  Illinois 
Central  in  an  important  tax  case. 
The  last  case  he  ever  handled  in- 
volved the  ownership  of  certain 
lake  front  lands  atChicago  in  which 
the  Illinois  Central  was  interested,  | 

Lincoln's  connection  with  this 
railroad  is  known  to  have  been  al- 
most continuous  from  the  summer 
of  1853  to  the  spring  of  1860— a 
period  of  about  seven  years— dur- 
ing which  time  he  handled  numer- 
ous cases  for  the  company.  The 
largest  fee  Linooln  ever  received 
(or  legal  services  was  paid  to  him 
by  the  Illinois  Central  for  winning 
a  famous  tax  case, 

.      -    •     \  -  ^  i  -  So 


Lincoln  Ktceived  Largest 
Fee  From  Illinois  Central 

jtM-^-.   Ij*-^.      Y-UCm.     £     \  I 

Recently  discovered  letters  and 
documents  in  private  collections 
have  thrown  new  light  upon  the 
extent  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  con- 
nection  with  the  Illinois  Central 
liailroad. 

The  private  papers  of  General 
Mason  Brayman,  now  owned  by  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society,  show 
that  Lincoln  represented  the  Illinois 
Central  in  the  circuit  const  of 
Champaign  County.  Illinois'  as  eap- 
ly  as  1853.    Another  recently  dis- 
covered letter,  in  Lincoln's  hand- 
writing shows  that  during  the  yeat 
ending  September,  1855,he  handled 
at  least  fifteen  cases  for  the  Illinois 
Central  in  the  circuit  courts  of  Mc- 
Lean and  DeWitt  counties  alone,  In 
the  fall  of  the  year  Lincoln  repre- 
sented the  Illinois  Ceutral  in  the 
McLean  County    tax  litigation— 
probably  the  greatest  legal  battt  of 
his  career. 

In  the  period  1856-60  Lincoln  ar- 
gued several  cases  for  the  Illinois 
Central  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Illinois.  In  a  single  day,  January 
19,  1859,  he  appeared  for  the  Illi- 
nois Central  in  six  cases  before  the 
III  inois  Supreme  Court. 

Lincoln's  fee  in  some  instances 
was  as  low  as  $10  a  ease.  However, 
in  the  famous  McLean  County  tax 
case,  which  he  carried  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  won  for  the  rail- 
road, Lincoln  was  paid  $5,000— the 
largest  fee  he  evep  received  during 
his  career  as  a  lawyer. 
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RECEIVED  $5,000  FEE 
IN  CASE  IN  MIEANJk 


The  highest  fee  collected  by  Abra-  ] 
ham  Lincoln  for  his  law  practices  \ 
was  $5,000.  He  had  appeared  for  the  \ 
Illinois  Central  railroad  in  a  case  \ 
at  Bloomington  and  won.  He  went 
to  Chicago  and  presented  a  bill  for  T\ 
$2,000.  " 

"Why,"  said  the  official,  "this  as  as  'A 
much  as  a  first-class  lawyer  would  vl 
have  charged." 


Lincoln  did  nothing  until  his  law-  fP 
yer  friends  learned  the  facts.  They 

urged  him  to  raise  the  fee  to  $5,000  V 

and  sue  in  the  courts  to  collect  it.  v 

He  did  so  and  obtained  a  verdict. J 


(A  Reasonable  Lawyer  I'.- 
.  WASHINGTON  (JP)dl^u 

14   i««      u  y'  dated  September 

■ly  of  the  Lte  h"™  »  °, the  fam- 
t~it,  son  of  Jame"s,yKBJo^  01 


LINCOLN  CHARGED 
ONLY  $750  FOR  75 
RAILROAD  CASES  ,  n, 

Washington,  Feb.  1 1. —  (A.  P.)  — 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a  lawyer, 
charged  very  modest  fees  for  rep- 
resenting the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road. 

The  Association  of  American 
Railroads  made  public  a  hitherto 
unpublished  letter  from  Lincoln  to 
James  F.  Joy,  dated  September  14, 
1855,  submitting  a  statement  for 
•$150,  covering  fifteen  cases  in 
which  he  had  taken  part  during 
the  previous  year.  Joy  was  then 
counsel  for  the  Illinois  Central. 

The  letter  came  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  association  when  it 
was  removed  from  the  files  of  the 
Illinois  Central  and  returned  to  the 
family  of  the  late  Henry  B.  Joy, 
of  Detroit,  son  of  James  F.  Joy. 


Wore  than  poor  country  lawyer 


T^HE  GLASSSC  image 
I.  of  Abraham  Lincoin 
as  a  poor  country 
lawyer  is  cnfy  pertly 
true,  because  he  was 
not  always  profes- 
sionally a  poor  man. 
,  As  early  as  1  836.  while he 
"was  -.in  the  state  legislature, 
he  sp<  >ke  out  for  trie  construc- 
tion of  railroads.  And  in 
J  85  i ,  he  helped  secure  3 
slate  charter  for  the  ■  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  (ICRR). 

in  1853,  he  was  chosen  to 
defend  the  ICRR  in  a  serious 
legal  case  involving  a  local 
property  tax  levied  by 
McLean  County  against  the 
railroad's  right-of-way.  The 
ICRR  was  making  payments 
to  the  state  of  Illinois,  but 
McLean  County  went  ahead 
with  its  own  tax. 

If  McLean  won,  every 
other  county  through  which 


EXAMINER  scriev  ^hal-detailfi  iht.  earetrs  — .ami  little 
•'toii>ini;fact> — 'about        presidents,    '  : 


the  tracks  ran  could  levy 
similar  taxes,  possibly  lead- 
ing She  ICRR  to  bankruptcy'* 
Lincoln  eaj-ried  the  case  to 
the  Supreme  Court  and  won. 
Then  he  presented  a  stagger- 


Abraham  Lincoln 


!  ing  bill  of  $5,000  —  an  un- 
j  heard  of  fee  at  that  lime.  The 
j  railroad  refused  to  pay! 
!     So  Lincoln  wens  to  court  to 
I  plead  his  case.  This  lime,  he  i 
I  wasn't  the  polished  attorney 
cleverly  arguing  before  Sup 
rente  Court  judges... 

Instead,  he  was  just. a  sim- 
ple man  a  poor  prairie 
lawyer  being  done  in  by  ;» 
powerful  railroad.  The  jury 
ruled  in  his  favor. 

Lincoln  used  the  $5,000  to  i 
finance  his  campaign  against ; 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  —  a 
campaign  that  led  directly  to 
the  White  House  to  serve  as 
cur  loth  president. 

E^cerpied  from  Amazing  But  True  Sloriss 
About  trie  Presidents  t>v  Douglas  Store", 
copyrtgiri  5:! 97?  bv  Amazing  But  True 
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LINCOLN  AND  J.  F.  JOY 


Why  the  Michigan  Man  Was  Not 
Appointed  a  Supreme  Justice. 


Mr.  Joy  Ratliei'  Spoils  tlie  Story  by  Giv- 
ing: the  Facts  of  the  Alleged  in- 
side Political  History. 


Detroit  Tribune. 

"Did  you  ever  hear  the  story  about  how 
Abe  Lincoln  refused  to  appoint  James  P. 
Joy  as  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court?"  said 
a  well-known  Democratic  citizen,  who  had 
dropped  into  a  reminiscent  mood.  His 
auditor  had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

"I  guess  it  has  been  kept  pretty  quiet  in 
Republican  circles,  but  I  heard  it  more  than 
fifteen  years  ago  from  a  prominent  Repub- 
lican under  an  obligation  of  secrecy.  He 
has  been  dead  for  ten  years,  and  the  story 
Is  too  good  to  keep. 

"It  was  shortly  after  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln in  I860.    The  Republicans  had  despaired 
of  doing  anything  for  freedom  so  lung  as 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  stood  like 
a  wall  in  the  way  of  justice.   To  many  it 
seemed  as  if  the  Dred  Scott  demon  was 
'ike  the  death  knell   of    human  liberty, 
"h^n,  however,  one  of  the  Justices  died,  I 
'  know  his  name,  nearly  every  one  of 
."lepublican  States  had  a  candidate  for  I 
.ie  vacant  place.  | 
One  day  Senator  Chandler  and  the  Mich- 
igan delegation  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the 
White  House.    Old  Abe  welcomed  them  Ir 
his  usual,  old-fashioned,   cordial  way,  and 
when  they  were  all  seated  Chandler  began 
to  sound  the  praises  of  James  F.  Joy,  of 
Detroit,  as  a  learned  and  able  man  and  a 
lawyer  of  national  reputation.   The  peren- 
nial smile  on  Lincoln's  face  began  to-  'set' 
like  a  plaster  of  Paris  cast.   But  he  said 
nothing,  and  sat  with' his  long  legs  crossed, 
with  the  upper  one  moving  up  arid  down 
like  a  pump  handle. 

"When  Chandler  had  finished,  Lincoin  mo- 
tioned to  another  of  the  delegation,  who 
forthwith  made  a  little  eulogistic  speech  in 
advocacy  of  Mr.  Joy's  appointment.  When 
he  had  finished,  Lincoln  listened  to  the 
third,  and  so  on  until  every  man  had  his 
say.  Then  he  arose,  fumbled  in  his  pocket 
and  drew  out  a.  bunch  of  keys,  and,  mov- 
ing up  to  an  old-fashioned  bookcase,  which 
had  evidently  been  brought  from  his  law 
office  in  Springfield,  unlocked  it  and  com- 
menced looking  for  a  certain  bunch  of  files. 
He  saw  the  letter  'J,'  pulled  out  the  file 
box,  and  removed  the  documents.  Holding 
them  in  one  hand,  he  ran  them  over  with 
the  fingers  of  the  other,  and  pulled  out  a 
letter.  Then  he  cleared  his  throat  and  read 
|  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect: 
I  "  'Abraham  Lincoln,  Esa.,  Springfield, 
!  111.  Pear  Sir:  Your  bill  fort  $300  for  legal 
j  services  in  the  tax  case  received  and  eon- 
tents  noted.  I  think  your  charge  is  alto- 
1  gether  too  much.  The  work  done  was  noth- 
ing but  what  a  country  lawyer  could  do, 
and  I  inclose  a  check  for  $100,  which  you 
will  please  accept  in  full  for  your  services 
in  that  suit.   Yours  respectfully, 

"  'J  AMPS  F.  JOY.' 
"The  silence  that  ensued  could  be  cut 
with  a  knife.  Lincoln  folded  up  the  letter, 
put  It  in  the  other  documents,  placed  them 
all  in  the  file  box  and  put  the  latter  back 
into  the  bookcase.  Then  he  turned  the 
lock,  placed  the  keys  In  his  pocket  and 
said  in  a  steady  voice: 

"  'Gentlemen— The  man  who  wrote  that  let  -  ! 
ter  has  not  the  requisite  sense  of  justice  j 
that  would  warrant  me  in  appointing  him  • 
on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  United  States. 
1  Good  morning,  gentlemen.' 

"I  heard  that  Chandler  remarked  after- 
ward: 'When  I  went  in  with  the  delegation 
I  felt  like  a  bull  dog,  with  his  tail  erect, 
but  when  I  came  out  I  was  a  yellow  dog, 
his  caudal  between  his  legs.'  "  v 


THE  OTHER  SIDE. 
The  Tribune  thought  that  the  yarn  was 
pregnant  and  interesting,  but  remembering 
the  old  adage,  "one  story  is  good  until  the 
other  side  is  told,"  went  over  to  the  Ham- 
mond Block  and  interviewed  Mr.  Joy.  The 
reporter  found  the  octogenarian  sta.nding 
up  at  his  desk  and  retold  the  story  he  had 
heard. 

"There  are  some  grains  of  truth  in  it," 
said  Mr.  Joy,  "but  the  main  statement  that 
I  was  a  candidate  for  the  Supreme  Bench 
is  untrue.  I  never  authorized  the  use  of  my* 
name  in  that  direction,  and  I  never  'Heard 
that  my  claims  for  the  position  had  been 
presented  before  any  President.  The  facts 
are  these:  In  the  fifties  I  was  the  general 
attorney  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad, 
which  was  then  being  constructed.  I  ap- 
pointed local  attorneys  for  the  road  in  the 
principal  cities  and  villages  along  the  route, 
and  among  others  appointed  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, then  a  popular  and  pleasant  man  at 
Springfield,  and  a  rising  politician.  It  was 
sevei  1  <,  ears  before  Ids  great  joint  debate 
with  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  ISA  when 
Dougias  defeated  him  for  Senator,  and  the 
people  put  Lincoln  a  few  years  afterward  in 
the  White  House.  The  State  franchise  of 
!  the.  Illinois  Central  included  the  grant  ol 
I  a  million  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  in  al- 
ternate sections,  along  its  route.  V\  hen 
the  road  was  being  opened  the  county  in 
which  United  State  Senator  David  Davis- 
lived,  through  its  board  of  supervisors, 
passed  a  resolution  taxing  the  lands  ot  the 
company.  I  believe  the  supervisors  were 
invited  to  do  this  by  David  Davis  himself. 
I  if  course  the  matter  went  In  the  Supn  me 
Court,  and  myself  and  Lincoln  appeared  tor 
the  road.  When  the  evidence  was  all  in 
and  the  arguments  on  each  side  delivered, 
the  court  reserved  its  decision.  1  heard 
that  the  justices  were  divided  in  opinion 
and  that  a  majority  were  in  favor  of  decld- 
.  lng  for  the  county.  This  I  heard  from  the 
reporter  of  the  court,  who  was  allowed  ac- 
cess to  the  room  where  the  justices  were 
debating  the  case.  When  I  learned  this  im- 
portant news  I  said  to  the  reporter  T 
will  be  obliged  if  >  yj  ;o  to  the  justices  and 
sav  in  my  name  that  if  there  is  any  doubt 
in  "their  minds  on  the  question  of  taxing  the 
railroad  lands  they  had  better  have  another 
hearing  before  the  decision  is  made,  as  1 
am  sure  that  my  i    :  itlon  is  right. 

"The  reporter  did  so.  arid  brought  back 
word  that  the  court  would  comply  with 
mv  request.  I  found  the  point  of  dis- 
agreement and  elucidated  it  further  and 
mere  plainly.  The  result  was  the  unanimous 
verdict  of  the  court  that  the  company  s 
lands  could  not  be  taxed. 

"As  there  was  extra  work  I  was  entitled 
to  extra  pav,  and,  as  senior  counsel  and 
general    attorney    of   the   road,    I  charged 
$1  ->00  for  my  services,  and  it  was  paid,  l 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lincoln  in  which 
he  said  that  he  would  like  to  have  a  good 
fee  for  once  in  his  life  and  he  there-lore 
would  like  to  get  a  section  of  the  coin- 
panv's  lands.    A  section,  you  know,  is  a. 
mile  square,   or  640  acres.     I  wrote  back 
and   informed    him   that     the  machinery 
adot  ted    bv    the    company    for    selling  its 
lands  would  not  permit  any  parson  being 
raid  in  land,  and  that  he  had  better  semi 
i.  ..  his  bill  for  the  cash.    The  next  letter 
I  received  from  him  was  a  bill  lor  55,000. 
It  staggered  ma,  but  I  said  nothing.    I  sim- 
i  ply   inform-d  him  by   letter  that  the  bill 
would  be  passed  upon  by  the  directors  of 
the  road  at  their  next  meeting  in  Boston. 
"I   was  at   the   meeting   when   Lincoln  s 
!  bill  came  up.  All  the  directors  thought  that 
it  was  an  enormous  charge  and  contrasted 
I  it  with  mine;  but  I  never  gave  an  opinion. 
I  Finally  the  board  instructed  me  to  write 
and  inform  Mr.  Lincoln  that  as  the  charge 
I  was  the  largest  they  had  ever  audited  they 
'•-ould  advise  that  he  should  commence  an 
iicable  suit  against  the  company,  and.  if 
verdict  was  rendered  in  his  favor  the  bill 
ATOuld  be  cheerfully  paid. 

"Lincoln  did  so.  Of  course  he  found 
many  court  lawyers  at  Springfield  to  tes- 
tify that  his  services  in  the  case  were 
worth  JSOoil,  and  the  court  rendered  a  de- 
cision in  his  favor.  The  $5,000  was  then 
nald  and  there  was  no  bard  feelings  on 
either  side.  These  are  the  facts.  They 
are  not  so  piquant  as  the  story  you  heard, 
but  they  have  the  merit  of  being  absolutely 
true." 


Lawyer  Lincoln's  Bill 
To  Railroad :  $10  Case 


WASHINGTON,  Feb.  11  (JP).- 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a  lawyer, 
charged  very  modest  fees  for 
representing  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  The  Association  of 
American  Railroads  made  public 
a  hitherto  unpublished  letter 'from 
Lincoln  to  James  F.  Joy,  dated 
Sept.  14,  1855,  submitting  a  state- 
ment for  $150,  covering  fifteen 
cases  in  which  he  had  taken  part 
during  the  previous  year.  Mr.  Joy 
was  then  Counsel  for  the  Illinois 
Central.  The  letter  came  to  the 
attention  of  the  association  when 
it  was  removed  from  the  files  of 
the  Illinois  Central  and  returned 
to  the  family  of  the  late  Henry 
B.  Joy,  of  Detroit,  son  of  James 
F.  Joy. 


Q.  How  did  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  figure  in  the  U.  S.  Sena- 
torial election  of  1858  in  Illinois? 

A.  Both  candidates,  Lincoln  and 
Douglas,  were  connected  with  it. 

Q.  What  did  Douglas  charge 
against  Lincoln? 

A.  That  Lincoln  was  employed  by 
the  Illinois  Central  at  a  salary  of 
?5,000  to  cheat  the  state  out  of  what 
was  due  it  for  the  charter  tax. 

Q.  What  accusation  did  Lincoln's 
friends  make? 

A.  That  Illinois  Central  influence 
was  exercised  in   Douglas'  behalf. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  the  Illinois 
Central  involuntarily  benefit  the  bud- 
ding Republican  party? 

A  Between  1850  and  L860  the 
population  of  the  counties  through 
which  the  road  ran  increased  from 
335,598  to  SI  1,891.  The  new  settlers 
were  largelj  from  New  England  and 
the  north  eastern  states  and  from 
Germany  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries  and  a  majority  of  them 
joined  the  Republican  party. 

Q.  When  did  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts  Dubois  bring  suit  against 
the  Illinois  Central  for  the  residue 
of  the  tax  he  claimed  it  owed  the 
state? 


A.  Nov.  3,  1858,  the  day  following 
the  U.  S.  Senatorial  election. 

Q.  Who  served  as  attorneys  for 
the  state? 

A.  Stephen  T.  Logan  and  Milton 
Hay. 

Q.  Who  represented  the  Illinois 
Central? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Q.  What  Supreme  Court  action 
did  Lincoln  secure  in  the  Illinois 
Central  debt  case? 

A.  On  Jan.  31,  1859  the  case  was 
continued  to  the  next  term  giving 
a  further  delay  of  one  year. 

Q.  Who  was  the  leader  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  lawyerc  at  Springfield 
supporting  the  compr.r.y  bill  in  the 
General  Assembly  during  the  session 
of  1859? 

A.  ( ieorge  l  i.  McClellan,  later 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Union 
army. 

Q.  What  was  the  gist  of  the  com- 
pany bill? 

A.  It  provided  that  the  Supreme 
Court  value  the  company's  prop- 
erty. The  statute,  which  is  still  in 
force,  lias  never  been  applied  to  any 
other  property  owner  in  Illinois. 


Q.  With  whom  was  Abraham  Lin- 
coln associated  in  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral case  against  McLean  county  in 

1853? 

A.    James  F.  Joy,  Detroit  lawyer. 
Q.    What    position    did    Joy  later 
hold? 

A.  General  counsel  and  principal 
manager  of  the  company's  interests 
in  Chicago. 

Q.  When  was  the  Illinois  Central- 
McLean  county  case  decided? 

A.    Feb.  9,  1856. 

Q.  In  whose  favor  was  it  de- 
cided ? 

A.     In  favor  of  the  company. 
Q.    What  had  been  Lincoln's  argu- 
ment? 

A.  Lincoln  tiuestioned  the  validity 
nf  tli.'  tax  provision  of  Sections  IS 
and  22  of  the  charter  under  the  then 
existing  constitution.  The  court 
ruled  them  constitutional. 

Q.  What  is  the  opinion  of  stu- 
dents as  to  the  achievement  of  Lin- 
coln in  this  case? 

A.  Some  claim  it  as  his  greatest 
legal    achievement.      Others  believe 


that  if  Sections  18  and  22  had  been 
held  unconstitutional  the  railroad 
company  would  have,  been  relieved 
of  the  burden  of  paying  seven  per 
cent  of  its  gross  receipts  and  would 
have  been  taxed  on  the  same  basis 
as  other  railroads. 

Q.  What  is  the  estimated  saving 
which  would  have  been  effected  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Illinois  Central,  if 
Sections  18  and  22  had  been  held 
unconstitutional,  or  against  the  com- 
pany? 

A.  $34,000,000  down  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  state  general  property 
tax. 

Q.  Did  Lincoln  receive  his  fee  im- 
mediately? 

,\.  No  he  was  forced  to  sue  the 
company  in  McLean  county  in  18f>7. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  for 
which  he  sued? 

A.  $5,00(1. 

Q.    Was  the  judgment  paid? 

A.  Lincoln  recovered  $4,800.  an 
amount  arrived  at  by  giving  credit 
on  the  bill  of  $5,000  for  $200  of  the 
$250  retainer  he  had  previously  been 
paid. 


Op.  II, a"-'-  - 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the 
first  semi-annual  payment  of  the 
charter  tax  to  the  State  of  Illinois  by 
the   Illinois  Central  railroad? 

A.    $50,196.82,  in  May  1857. 
Q.    In  what  form  was  it  paid? 

A.     In  coins. 

Q.  Who  took  the  payment  to 
Springfield  ? 

A.  John  M.  Douglass,  later  presi- 
dent of  the  road. 

Q.  What  action  did  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts  Dubois  take  prior 
to  payment  of  the  second  semi-an- 
nual tax  of  the  Illinois  Central? 

A.  On  the  company's  valuation  of 
$19,711,559.59  Dubois  levied  a  state 
tax  of  07  cents  on  the  $100.  The  tax 
amounted  to  $132,067.44,  or  $94,440.23 
in  excess  of  the  two  per  cent  part  of 
tin-  charter  tax  which  the  company 
paid  for  the  year  1S57. 

Q.  What  did  Lincoln  do  as  coun- 
sel for  the  company  to  circumvent 
this  additional  tax? 


A.  He  asked  Dubois  to  accept  the 
second  semi-annual  payment  of  $86,- 
ooo  and  refrain  from  suing  before 
January  1859. 

Q.    Did    Dubois  consent? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  would  probably  have 
been  the  result  of  a  suit  at  this  time? 

A.  The  panic  of  1857  had  just 
struck  and  the  company  probably 
would  have  failed  to  avert  fore- 
closu  re. 

Q.  Who  was  president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  at  this  time? 

A.    William  H.  Osborn. 
Q.    Where     was     Osborn     at  the 
time  ? 

A.  In  England  with  Richard  Cob- 
den,  chairman  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral's English  shareholders'  commit- 
tee, endeavoring  to  tide  the  company 
over  financial  embarrassment. 

Q.  Who  controlled  the  Illinois 
Central  company  in  1857? 

A.    The  English  shareholders. 


Lincoln  once  won,  on  appeal  to  the  highest 
court,  a  suit  against  an  important  western  rail- 
road which,  had  the  decisions  of  the  lower  courts 
stood,  would  have  compelled  the  road  to  pay 
taxes  in  every  Illinois  county  and  would  have 
thrown  it  into  bankruptcy.  His  bill  was  for 
$2,000.  The  official  in  charge  looked  at  it  and 
exclaimed,  "Why,  this  is  as  much  as  a  first- 
class  lawyer  would  have  charged — as  much  as 
Daniel  Webster  himself  would  have  charged." 
So  Mr.  Lincoln  was  paid  $200. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  AHOKICAN  RAILROADS 
Transportation  Building 
Washington,  D.  c. 
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:<fASKINCrTON,  Fab.  12.—  Abraham  Lincoln  ordinarily  charged  very  raodest 
fees  for  the  law  suits  that  he  handled  for  the  railroads,  it  is  revealed  ia  a 
hitherto  unpublished  Lincoln  letter  icade  public  today  by  the  Association  of 
African  railroads. 

bated  September  14,  l&^i         addressed  to  J  arses  I,  Joy,  counsel 
for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  which  retained  Lincoln  as  an  attorney  from 
1853  to  l8Go,  the  letter  reads t 

"Dear  Sir 

"I  have  to  day  drawn  on  you  in  favor  of  the  J'cLean  County  Bank, 
or  rather  its  Cashier,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars— This  is  intended  as 
a  fee  for  all  services  done  by  me  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  since  last 
Gept amber,  within  the  Counties  of  i.cLean  and  De.dtt.    Within  that  time,  and  in 
the  t%o  counties,  I  have  assisted,  for  the  Road,  in  at  least  fifteen  oases  (I 
believe,  one  or  two  more)  and  I  have  concluded  to  limp  their:  off  at  ten  dollars 
o  case— kith  this  explanation,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  honor  the  draft. 

"Yours  truly 

"A.  LINCOLN* 

At  the  bottom  of  the  letter,  Ttavid  I?avis,  then  Judge  of  the  De'=Vitt 
and  f'cLear.  Circuit  Courts  and  later  a  Justice  of  the  United  States  Suprexr.e  Court, 
v,rotei    "The  above  facts  are  true,  and  I  think  the  charges  vary  reasonable.** 

Lincoln  did  occasionally  ask  for  raore  if  the  cases  required  a  sreat 
deal  of  his  time.    Records  show  that  &2*>  waa  a  P°pulfar  amount  for  a  comparatively 


-2* 

important  action.    For  representing  the  Illinois  Central  1$  the  famous  ease  con* 
earning  the  right  of  counties  to  tax  the  road  in  the  face  of  exactions  %'hleh 
had  been  granted  by  the  state  when  the  charter  vat  issued,  he  was  paid  I5#000«— 
the  largest  legal  fee  he  ever  received. 

friend  and  advocate  of  railroads,  Lincoln  once  said  that  wao  other 
improvement  that  reason  will  justify  us  in  h©f  lag  for  cam  equal  in  utility  the 
railroad. * 


Letter  from  Lincoln  to  J.  F.  Joy  -  also  note  below  signed  by- 
Judge  Davis  -  in  the  fileso  of  Henry  B.  Joy,  Jr.  2056  Penobscot 
Bldg.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  Copied  November  26,  195U 

Bloomington    Sept  Ik,  1855 

J.  F.  Joy  Esq. 
Chicago,  111. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  have  today  drawn  on  you 
in  favor  of  the  McLean  County  Bank,  or  rather  its 
cashier  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
This  is  intended  as  a  fee  for  all  services  done 
by  me  for  the  Illinois  Central  RailrBad,  sincg  last 
September,  within  the  Counties  of  McLean  and 
Delfitt.    Within  that  term,  and  in  the  two  counties, 
I  have  assisted  for  the  Road,  in  at  least  fifteen 
cases (I  believe,  one  or  two  more)  and  I  have  concluded 
to  lump  them  off  at  ten  dollars  a  case. 

With  this  explanation,  I  shall  oblige  if  you  will 
honor  the  draft. 

Yours  truly 

A.  Lincoln 
The  abofre  facts  are  true,  and 
I  think  the  charges  very  reasonable. 
Blibomington  D.  Davis 

Sept.  Ih,  1855  Judge  of  DeWitt 

McLean  Cir .Courts 


Draft  signed  by  Lincoln  -  the  one  referred  to  in  letter  of 
Sept.  19  -  in  the  files  of  Henry  B.  Joy  Jr.,  2056  Penobscot  Bldg. 
Detroit,  Michigan.  Copied  November  26,  195k 


$  150     #  BLOOMINGTON,    Sept.  lU  1855 

Order  of    Heronjj?)    Pardee  Esq. 

One  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars 

Value  received  and  charge  to  same  to  account  of 

To    James  F.  Joy  Esq. 
Chicago 


A.  Lincoln 


Letter  in  Lincoln's  handwriting  in  the  files  of  Henry  B.  Joy,  Jr. 
2056  Penobscot  Bldg.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  Copied  November  26,  195h 


Cincinnati,  Sept.  19,  1855 

J.  F.  Joy  Esq 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Sir 


On  Monday  after  I 
had  reached  the  Depot  to  come  on  here 
your  dispach(sic)  was  brought  me.  I  ran  to  the 
Telegraph  office  and  answered  briefly,  and 
was  near  being  left  by  the  cars.    This  is 
the  first  moment  I  have  since  had  to 
write  you.    TOien  I  drew  the  draft  at  Bloo- 
mington,  I  wrote  you,  inexplanation,  and  mailed 
the  letter  within  thirty  minutes  after  I  signed 
the  draft.    The    draft  and  letter  should 
have  gone  by  the  same  mail,  and  I  can 
not  understand  why  they  did  not.    I  hope 
the  letter  as  reached  you  before  this. 
The  explanation  was,  and  is,  that  for  one 
year  -  that  is,  two  terms  of  court  in  each 
County  -  I  have  attended  to  from  fifteen 
to  seventeen  cases  for  the  I  C.  Co.  in 

the  counties  (of  McLean  and  Dewitt)  for  which  I  have  not  been 
paid.    The  exact  number  of  the  cases,  and 
the  names  of  the  parties  I  could  only  have 
given  when  I  drew  by  going  down  to  DeWitt, 
which  I  thought  scarcely  necessary,  particularly 

(the  follow  ing  on  the  back  of  sheet) 

as  the  presiding  judge  added  a  note 
to  my  letter,  stating  I  had  performed  the 
services,  and  that  the  charge  I  made  was 
very  reasonable. 

I  will  add  now,  what  I  did  not 
state  in  my  former  letter,  that  it  was  at 
Mr.  Brayman's  request,  made  two  years  hxb 
ago,  I  declined  taking  any  new  cases  ap- 
posite the  Company,  and  attended  to  these 
cases  as  they  came  up  from  time  to  time; 
and  that  he  paid  me  for  this  class  of 
business  up  to  some  time  in  September 
185U.    I  hope  this  is  satisfactory. 

Yours  truly 

A.  Lincoln 


Letter  in  Lincoln's  handwriting  in  the  files  of  Henry  B.  Joy  Jr., 
205>6  Penobscot  Bldg.,  DetDoit  Michigan.  Copied  November  26,  195k 


Springfield,  Jan'y  25,  185k 


J.F.JOy,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir. 

Yours  of  the  20th  is  just  received, 
and  I  suppose,  ere  this,  you  have  received  my  an- 
swer to  your  dispatch  on  the  same  subject. 
It  is  my  impression  the  case  will  not  be  brought 
up  for  trial  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
but  I  can  not  get  the  promise    of  the  court 
to  that  effect.    I  can  only  venture  to  say  the 
first  of  February  ;  but  as  this  day  draws  nearer, 
I  can  see  farther  ahead,  and  will  try  to 
notify  you  again. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  not  safe  to 
regard  the  case  too  lightly.    A  great  stake  is 
involved,  and  it  will  be  fiercely  contended 
for.    I  think  we  shall  carry  it;  but  I  have 
a  suspicion  that  the  feeling  of  some  of  the 
Judges  is  against  us. 

I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  point  to 
be  made  against  us,  that  the  Constitution  se- 
cures   to  the  Counties  the  right  to  tax  alT~pro- 
perty,  beyond    the  power    of  the  Legislature  to 
take  it  away. 

Yours  truly 
A.  Lincoln 


Letter  from  Geo.  B.  McLellan  to  Jas.  F.  Joy  in  the  files  of 
Henry  B.  Joy  Jr.,  2056  Penobscot  Bldg.,  Detroit  Michigan 
Copied  November  26,  195U 

Qffice  Chf  Engineer 
Dec.  1  1851 

Will  you  do  me  the  fqvor 
to  inform  me  when  you  return  to 
Detroit.  I  wish  to  see  you 
very  particularly,  and  if  you 
do  not  come  over  here  will  come 
over  to  Detroit  to  see  you 

Very  truly  yours, 


Geo.  B.  McLellan 


Letter  from  W.  H.  Osborn,  President  of  I.C.C  to  J.F.JOy  in  the 
files  of  Henry  B.  Joy,  Jr.  20^6  Penobscot  Bldg.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Copied  November  26,  195U. 

Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 
President's  Office 

Chicago,    22  Janr  1857 

Jas.  F.  Joy  Esq 

Detroit 

My  Dear  Sir: 

Lincoln's  copy  of  services  in  Lincoln  case  I 
was  not  aware  that  you  employed  him  and  did  not 
authorize  it.  Can  we  not    ?       under  some  such  dodge? 

As  a  matter  of    retaliation  (?)    they  are  trying 
to  reach  the  purchasor  of  our  Lands  as  soon 
as  Contracts  are  given  out.    a  Bill  planned 
to  this  end  has  been  ? 

?    and  17ilson(?)    are  at  Springfield 
trying  to  prevent  it 

Yyours  truly 
W.  H.  Osborn 


Receipt  in  the  handwriting  of  J.  F.  Joy,  signed  by  Lincoln.  From  the 
files  of  Henry  B.  Joy,  Jr.,  2056  Penobscot  Bldg..,  DetDoit,  Michigan 
Copied  November  26,  195U 


Springfield    Jan.  17th  1855.  Received  of  J.  F.  Joy 
his  drqft  on  J.  B.  C    ???????     for  Six  Hundred 

Dollars  being  for  $  200    paid  him  for  fees  in 

the  case  of  McLean  Co,  in  the  111.  Cent. 
Rail  Road  Co.  &  the  sane  amount  advanced  to 

Logan  and  Stewart  (sic)    each  • 

(the  following  two  lines  were  crossed  out  and  could 
not  entirely  be  deciphered) 

to  be  Refunded  them  when  the 

suit  ends  &  Mr.  Joy  see      ????$??  of  their    c  ? 


A.  Lincoln 


Letter  from  W.  H.  Osborn,  President  of  I.C.C.  to  Mr.  Joy,  from 

the  files  of  Henry  B.  Joy  J.r.,  2056  Penobscot  Bldg.,    Detroit,  Mich. 

Copied  November  26,  195h 

Office  of  the  Illinois  Central  R.R.  Company 
No.  U8  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago     21  July,  1856 

Jas.  F.  Joy,  Esq 
My  dear  Sir: 

Herewith  copy  of  bill  presented  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  which  I  have  replied  "that  I  know  nothing  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  -  and  under  the 

?        ?  ?        from  you  of  "the  grounds 

and  merit  of  his  claim 

Will  you  please  advise  how  much  should 
be  paid      ?       Lincoln?    If  this  is  his  first 
demand  it  seems  to  me  very  unusual  that  he 
should  fortify  himself  with  such  an  array 
of  Lawyers  evidence. 

Very  truly  yours 


W.  H.  Osborn 


Court  notice  -written  in  contemporary  handwriting  but  not  Lincoln's 
signi&ure  from  the  files  of  Henry  B.  Joy  Jr.  2056  Penobscot  Bldg. 
Detroit  Michigan,  Coied  November  26,  1956 

In  the  Circuit  Court  of  McLean 
County,  Illinois,  April  Term  1857 

Abraham  Lincoln 
vs 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 

The  defendants  in  the  above  entitled  cause  are 
hereby  notified  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  February,  A.D. 
1857  between  the  hours  of  ten  o'clock  A.M.  and  five 
o'clock  P.M.  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Sangamon  County  In  Springfield  in 

the  County  of  Sangamon,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  I 
shall  take  the  depositions  of  Norman  B.  Judd, 
Isaac  N.  Arnold,  Grant  Goodrich,  Archibald  Williams, 
Orville  W.  Browning,  Norman  H.  Purple  and  Stephen 
T.  Logan,  to  be  read  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
the  above  entitled  cause. 


(signed)  Lincoln  for  self. 


